CHECK LIST

DATE OF WEDDING

TIME

Things To do

Done? Dates?

Speak to the Priest (about six months before) to
make initial date for wedding.

Make appointment to see Local Registrar - fee pay-
able.

Deliver Certificate for Marriage to the Priest.

Interview with the Priest to fill in ‘Information for
Marriage Form’

New copies of Baptism Certificates given to Priest.
Must not be issued more than 6 months before the
date of wedding.

Letters of Freedom handed in.

Readings chosen and approved by Priest.

Hymns and/or music chosen and approved by
Priest.

Arrange to attend a ‘Marriage Preparation Course’

Order of Service approved by priest.

Organist arranged.

Flowers arranged.

Speak to photographer re: church rules

Speak to videographer re: church rules and licence

Licence purchased (if required)

Wedding Rehearsal.

Authorised Person’s Fee paid.

Organist’s Fee paid

Flower Arrangers paid

Church Fee paid

Priest’s Offering.

5acramcnt of Ma Mriage




Sacrament of Marriagc

(... without love | am nothing atall ... St Paul to the Corinthians)

(1Cor.13:2)
You have decided to get married. Congratulations. Jtisa happg and

exciting time Foryou. Natura”g, you want to make Plans and you want
cvcrgthing to be Pchcct on your wcdc]ing c]ay.

Marriagc is a Sacrament. Choosing to be married in a Catholic Church
imPlics that you have a real sPirituaI dimension to your life; that you
understand the Profound nature and commitment of the vows you make
before (God, as‘cing Jcsus to be part of your married life togcthcr and
the blcssing of the Churchin your marriage.

GETTINGMARRIED AT HOLY FAMILY
ORST THOMAS MORE CHURCH

We follow the Brentwood Diocesan directions and rcquirc at least six

months notice for a wcclc!ing.

Your home Parish is the best setting for your wedding. Genera”g
sPeaking, we would ask, therefore, iFgou wish to be married at Holg

Famil\g or St. | homas More:-

o You, or your partner have your home within our Parish;
) You are going to live in the Parish aFtergou are married;
o You or your partner are members of the worslnipping communi’cy of

H019 Familg or St. Thomas More, if living outside the boundaries
of the Parislﬁ;

o You or your partner have strong Familg links with Holy I:amiig or
St Tl—\omas More Church.
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There are many fine secular songs and Pieces of music which are excellent
forthe recePtion but not suited for use in church.

We have a ”Pool" of organists who are wi”ing to P189 at weclcliﬂgs‘ The fee
should be confirmed with the organist. Contact the Church Office on
01268 799649 in the first instance.

AUTHORISED FERSONS AT TENDANCEFEL
On your wedding c{ay, the Authorised Ferson for the Parish will be in

attendance to record your marriage in the civil register and issue your
marriage certificate. | he civil fee for the service is £50.00 pagable at the
time of the wedcling rehearsal. One marriage certificate is issued on the
d83 of the marriage. " xtra coPies are available at a charge of £7.50 each.
T hese can be obtained at any time after the wcclc{ing The Authorised
Ferson will need to sPeak to the couPle for a short time Prior to the
weclcliﬂg.

CHURCH FEE -ltis customary to make an ogering to the (Church to

cover expenses, the use of the church and the time given b}j the Priest to
prepare you Foryour wcclc{ing, the rehearsal and conduct the ceremony. An
ogering of £100is suggestec{ for the use of the church. ]Fthis is not
Possible, Please sPeak to the Farish Friest.

Any ogering to the Priestis your Persona] decision.

A” fees (churclﬂ, authorised person, organ) can be given to the Friest at
the rehearsal.

CONFETT] -~ Onlg biodcgradablc confettiis allowed and then onlﬂ

outside the church - no confettiis to be thrown inside the church.

Holy Family Parish, 661 High Road, Benfleet, SS7 5SF
01268 792082 and 01268 799649 Fage 6
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Flease note that there are laws on CoPyright. A video licence is requirec{
]33 civil law to record a wcdding ceremony. Most companies who
sPccia]ise in weddings will already have an aPProPriate licence - however,
Please check that theg do. ]F a Fami!y member or friend is videoing the
ceremony during the times music is being P]agecl, either live or recorded,
and intends to edit the video or even add music later oris Planning to
also video the rcception where live or recorded music is }Deing P!aﬂec{, we
would advise you that you may also need alicence. FFormore details
contact www.wvrl.co.uk for full information. Flcase let us have a copy of
the licence. Note also, that ixcgou intend to use Pre~recorc{ed music, a
licence is required. (We are licensed for P!aying of recorded music but
not for the video rccording of them in the backgrounc}). Flease give a
copy of the recorded music to the Priest in good time so that it can be
checked for suitabilitg‘

FLOWEKS ~ Where the weclcling takes Place ona Saturdag, the

main Horal arrangements are exPec’cecl to remain in Placc forthe
weekend Masses that follow on Saturday and 5unday. Flease will you
deal direct]y with the Flower Arrangers concerning choices of colour
and Pagment ln the event of more then one wcd&ing occurring on the
same c}ag, couples are expec’ccd to share the Plarming of and pagments
forflowers. You may, of course, use your own Horist but theg will need
to contact the church regarding c]clivcrg etc.

(Contact: Julie Herridge onQ1268 799649

MUS]C - Everg marriage is a two-fold ce]ebration, the church
ceremony and the recePtion that follows. One is re]igious the otheris
secu]ar, so the music in each should conform to the occasion. The
(Catholic Church recluires that music during the church ceremony both
expresses the faith of the church and be aPProPriate to the celebration.
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MARK]AGE_ COURSE"T}"C Church cares about you and your

future life ’cogetl'xer. All couplcs are requirecl to take part in a marriage

Preparation course. Tl’le dates of the courses can be obtained from the

Farish Friest.

MEETINGWITHTHE FPRIEST. - As with most things these

clays there is quite some Paperwor‘( involved in getting married. At the
initial meeting with the Priest you will be asked to helP him fill in a Fre~
Nuptial ]nquirg form. This is information about both oFgou, where you
live, where you were baPtisec{, etc. A}C’cer this meeting he will advise you on
ob’caining the Fo“owing documents.....

CATHOLIC FARTNER.
(1]. A copy oFgour baPtisma] certificate, to be issued ONLY SIX

MONTH& Prior to the wedding. “Fgou have one from the dag you
were baptisec} as a child thisis NOT accePtablc.] T his can be easilg

obtained from the Parish Pries‘c where you were baptised‘ We suggest, if
you cannot visit the Priest convenient]g, that you write to him enclosing a
stamped addressed envelope. Your Baptisma] (ertificate should refer
to your Comcirmation. ]Fgou were confirmed in a different Parish, you may

need to get a separate (Confirmation (ertificate.

[f you have not been (Confirmed you should talk to your priest about this

at your first meeting.

(2]. ]Fgou are not resident in Holg Fami]y Parish a LETTE_K OF
FREEIDOM from the Parish Pricst within whose boundarg you live will
have to be obtained and you will need his Pcrmission to get married at

either of our Parish churches.
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NON-CATHOLIC FPARTNER -
[1].You will need ProcnC that you have been baptiscd ina Cl’lristian

Church. ]Fgou are not a (Christian the Prics’c will cxp]ain the Proceclurc

(2]. You will also need a letter from your Parents indicating that you are

free to marry and that you have never been married before.

Once these documents have been received you will be asked to sign the

form in the presence of the Pricst.

MARK]AGE_ CERT]FICATE- ]n order to be married in any

Catlﬁolic clﬁurclw, civil law requires that both Parties must Procluce a
‘Certhcicate for Marriage’ from the Kegistrar for Marriages. [tis against
the law for a marriage to be solemnised unless these certificates have
been given to the Fries’c in advance of the wec{c{ing

You must give notice oFgour marriage at the Regis’cer Office where you
live. If one opgou lives in another regjstration district, you must inform
that Register O]Cicice also.

You can give notice and aPPlﬂ fora "Certhcicate" up to twelve months in
advance oFgour wedding but you must give at least 16 &ags notice.

To give notice to the Registrargou will need to have a form of iclentitg
such as a birth certificate or passport.

You should take your Cer’ciﬁcatc(s} to your Priest as soon as you obtain
it. f:u” details on civil requirements can be found on

WWwWw.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/marriages/

CATHOLICFARTNERS DECLARATION - A Catholic

partner, marrying a non-catholic (Christian or non~bap’cisec4 person will be

requirecl to make the Fo”owing declaration:

| declare tha’c] am readg to uphold my Catholic faith and to avoid all
clangers of Fa”ing away from it. Moreover, ] sincere|3 unc{ertake, that ] will
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do all ] can within the unity of our Partnership, to have all the children of
our marriage baptised and brouglﬁt up in the Catholic Church.

FREFARING THE CEREMONY - “Will we have a Nuptial
Mass or a Weclcling Service? T he Priest will talk this ’cl'lrough with you

and helP you to come to the best decision. He will also helP you to choose
the Scripture readings which will be used at the service. | ake time and
effort over the readings, clon’tjust leave it up to the Priest. Also he will
}‘xelp you with choices of music which must be (Christian based.

Note: ]Fﬂou are Providinggour own service sheets, you should be aware
that we have licenses regarcling copgright for rc~Printing of words, and the
numbers should be Printcd in the small Print at the end of the order of
service. The Order of SCrvice must be aPProvecl by the Friest.

WEDD]NG REHEARSAL —-This will be arrangecl to take Place
&uring the week Prior to the Wedding. Required at the rehearsal will be

the bride, groom, best man, ]Driclesmaicls, father of the bride [or whoeveris
giving her away], and the readers. Other members of the Family are also
very welcome to attend if they wish. T he Authorised person forthe

Paris}'x may also be Present.

USEFUL INFORMATION
FHOTOGRATFHS ANDVIDEOS-The ceremony of marriage

is a religious service. | his must be kept in mind when plarming
Pho’cographs or avideo of the occasion. [tis not Fi’cting for the
Photographer or vic{eograPlﬂer to be based in the Sanctuary. Flease
sPeak to the pries’c about this and ensure your Photographer/
vi&cographcr is aware of the limitations. [tis against the law to take Photos
of the actual signing of the chistcr but a ‘Pretend’ Pho’co can be taken

immecliatelg afterwards.
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